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CIRCUIT COURT, TALLAHATCHIE 
COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI 

Tl{E STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 

I 

........... -·············-···········--·································· • ' ,__ • ····-··· 

- ..... -... -· .......... -.. -..... -.. .. 

• • r1m1na ubpoena 

Returnable 

l 

Received ................................................ , 194 ... . 

-
-.. --· -------· ------.... --... --------------........... -.. -............................ , Sheriff 

By ......................... .... D S .. .. ........................................................... -, . . 

Returned and fil ~-0 this the ..................... day -• 

19~) 

Clerk 

..., 
'(. 

Fees of ....... .. ....................................... Sheriff 

Summoning................ Witness .... $ •••••••••••••••• 

Entering and Returning Writ .......••••••••••••• 



1 Sentinel Print 

THE ST A TE OF MISSISSIPPI, 

TALLAHATCHIE COUNTY. Second Judicial District, 

TO THE HERIFF OF SAID COUNTY, GREETING: You are hereb.,__commanded to summon·······-

Tallahatchi~e, in said State, the Court ouse in the Town of Sumner, Mississi --- -
19-t:?. .... , at .. ..................... o'clock, ........ M., and there testify on behalf of ......... ......... ... . ............................................................................................ . 

............... ............................... is Defendant, and th;t ~::: .. he.. .. in no wise fail to appear und 1fflY'tn e penalt __ , __ L 

tute; and have there then this writ. --z_ 
Given under my hand and Seal of said court, a.nd issued this the ......... 9... da of ...... S. ... "'. -- _)J 194 ........ . 

\ 

C 
• 

.................................................................................................................................................................. , 

....................................................................................................................................................................... , 

• 

D. C . 

.. 
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CIRCUIT OOURT, TALLAHATCHIE 
COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI 

TOE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 
vs . 

······•••••••••• 
············-··· ··········•••••••••••••••••••••• ·····•••••••••••• 

......... 
•••••• -.,,F... ········•••••••••••••• ..... •• I . ...... . .. -·· ....... •··. ...... -

Criminal Subpoena 
~ -;--

Issued ···-···············································• 194 •••• 

Returnable ············································• 194 •••• 

Received ················································• 194 •••• 

··········································-···················• Sheriff 

By ...................................................••••••••• , D. S. 

Returned and filed this the ...........•...••••• day 

of .................................. . ······••••••••••••• 

.. ---• ... , 
········•••••••••••••• ----····················---········· 

Clerk 

By ····························································• D. C • 

Fees of ................ •·· .......... . ······•••••••••••••••• 
Sheriff 

Summoning................ Witness .... $ •••••••••••••••• 

Entering and Returning Writ ..........•••••••••• 

Total .................................... $ •••••••••••••••• 
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CRIMINAL SUBPOENA---Circuit Co 

--­. . . 

THE ST A TE OF MISSISSIPPI, 

TALLAHATCHIE COUNTY. Second Judicial District, 

Sentinel Print 

TO THE SHE FF OF SAID COUNTY GREETT"TG: You are hereby commanded to summon .................. : .............................. . 
r 

................. ···········£········· 

if to be found in your County, to be and personally appear before the Circuit Court of the Second District of the County of . . .\ 

Tallahatchie, in said State, at the Court House in the Town of Sumner, Mississippi on the ....... . .. 

194 ........ , at ........................ o'clock, ........ M., and there C...-~ p _, 
testify on behalf of ......... ._.). ..... ~ ..... :... .................................................... . 

' 

(at whose 17• ...... tance this writ is iss~d) in a certain case pending in said Court, wherein the State of Mississippi is Plaintiff, 
( 

................................................ is Defendant, and that ........ he ........ in no wise fail to appear under the penalty prescribed by the sta-
tute; and have there then this writ. . 

Given under my hand and Seal of said Court, 8.llld issued 
................................................ , 

Clerk 

D. C. 
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,CIRCUIT OOU~T, TALLA.HATCPJ~ 
COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI 

' 

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 
vs. 

... 

................................................................... ............................................................. ,, ·•· 

' , 

• 
• 

............................................... , .................. ~-----------------·····················, 

Issued . . . 

• • 

Criminal Subpoena 
·-

........................................... , ................................... 
-· 

Returnable --------------........................................................ , 
~ . .. 

Received ................................................................................. , 
• 

,,. 

194 .... 

194 .... 

"" 

1~4 .... . , . 

. .,. ........................................................................................................... , Sh~riff 
, w 

.. 

·By • 
............................................................................................................... , D. S. 

. -. ~ ' • • ' 

~eturned and filed this the .........•• ~. 

Of 
_,: • , 1.94 .... ·················--............................................................... . .. 

I • 

• 
. Cl r' 

-~----··············· · ................................................................................. , e K 
. -. 

By ··························································•·I D. G,. I • 

r.ees 9f ·····························-················· Sheriff 
I ;1 ' • '" > 

• • 
Summoning................ Witness .... $ ..•••••••••••••• 

• I • 

Enterii;ig ar,d Returning Writ .............•.•.••• 
I I :;.• .. • i 

Total __ ..................................... _ .............. ---· $ ................ . 

I 
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CRIMINAL SUBPOENA---Circuit Court . 

. THE ST ATE OF MISSISSIPPI, 

TALLAHATCHIE COUNTY. Second Judicial District, 

Sentinel Print 

TO THE SHERlF'F' OF SAID. COUNTY, GREETING: You are hereby commanded to summon ................................................. . 

···········-··---------·-··-··············--······--·--······················----· 

if to be found in your County, to be and personally appear before the Circuit Court of the Second District of the Coun 

............. , -
........ M., and there testify on behalf of ........ S. ........................................................................... . 

(-at whose ~tance this writ is • 

and ................ ~ ............... :........... .......................................................... . ... i:-.. .............................. ,._ 

d in a cOl'tain case pending in said Court, wherein the.,. """tate of Mississippi is Plaintiff, 

............ ~ ................. is Defendant, and that-?. ..... he ........ in no wise fail to a 
tute; c;w,d have there then this writ. 

Given under my hand and Seal of said Court, Md issued this the .~9.. .. 
ar under the nalty prescribed by the sta-

., 

{ 

·········-··--··········-·······--··············· Clerk 

•····································· ................................................ , D. C. 

• 



.. 

) 

• 

' , I' 

ft ~ .... 

< 

• 

1/ 

• 

9 

' 

,, 

No . 
• 
cmCUIT COUltT, TALLAHATCHIE 

' COUNTY~' MISSISSIPPI 
• • 

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 

Vs. 

L SUBPOE1' 

. 
Issµed 

Returnable . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' 195 .. 

• . . . . . . . ' 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,Sheriff 

By • • • • • • • • • ♦ • • • • • • • • • • •••••••••• ' D. S . 

' 

By . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' D. C. 

Fees of ···•:,,•·················· Sheriff 

Su·iamoning . . . . . . Witnesses .. $ .••••••• 

Entering and Returning Writ • • • • • • • • • • • 
' 

. 
... Total .. "':' ................ $ •••••••• 



-...__., 

• 

CRIMINAL SUbPOENA-Circuit C 

THE ST ATE OF MISSISSIPPI, 
SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRIC'f 
TALLAHATCHIE COUNTY · 

Sentinel Pri11t 
... ,; 

,. 

, 

LE Pl PR t ◊eo~re 
TO THE SHERIFF OF SA;Q. COUNTY, GREETING: You are hereby commanded to sumn1on ........ •j, ....... .. . 

5'.;,,, ; ;_ ~ 1 •• J, . E. . C., .f ~-.I:. c/. >:', . 1 .. 4/ P. 1-. ~ .. /fl r: /ff. { f 
1 

.. ? ~ ~ "")'-.. /.f.".v ,:},4 .f , ... S> .1':f. e. 1:»-. . . r.t. 'f.~ f 
1 

J -• • • • • • • • • • ♦ • • ♦ ♦ ♦ • • • • • • • • • • ♦ • • • • r • • ♦ • • • • • • • • • • • ♦ • • • • • ♦ • ♦ • • • • • • • •• ··········c·················;··· ·•········· 

·(!; . . ........... :. . . . . . . . . . ........... ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......................................................... . 

if to be found in your Cotlnty, to be and personally appear before tl1e Circuit Court of the Second District of the C'ounty of 

Tallahatchie, in said State, at the Court House in the 'l'own of Sumner, Mississippi on the . . 1 -:.~ day of .. r~ rt~. h .If.~ 

195 • .f.°.at .. <J.,~().cJ. .. . o'clock ... . A ... l\1., and there testify on behalf of .... . J).ef~.~.✓d:11,.fs ........... ........... . 

(at whose instance this writ is issued) in a certain case pend :ng in said Court, wherein tl1e State of iVIississippi is Plaintiff 

................... j.. Defendant$ and that •• • fhy. ,. in no~ isc fail to appear under the penalty prescribed by the statute; 

and have there thev. this writ. 

Given under my hand and Seal of said Court; 'and issued tl1is the 
1~ 

......... day of 

• • 
\ 

\ • , 

• 

✓ • 
• 

. ............ , Clerk 

• ' 1 ' I \ . • ' 
• 

• • 
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No. / .. r..IT ...... 1 

THE ST A TE OF MISSISSIPPI 
SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
OF TALLAHATCHIE COUNTY 

CIRCUIT COURT 

ST A TE OF MISSISSIPPI 

vs. 

I 

., ... w ..... ~.~-·········· 
• ·~· 

-------········U----------------
• 

A TRUE BILL 

Foreman of Grand Jury 

WITNESSES 

Filed and Capi issued on this... . ..... --
D., I 95 .. ~ 

Circuit 

• 

f • 

• 

• , 
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============~==========,-=4====== 
TRUE BILL --. J:lif" ........ ••ONT 

THE ST A TE OF MISSISSIPPI, 

TALLAHATCHIE COUNTY. 

,·~ 
1 SECOND CIRCUIT COURT DISTRICT 

In the Circuit Court in and for said District of said County, nt the . . . ....... .. ........ Term 

thereof, in the yenr of our Lord, 195~. the Grand Jurors of the State of taken from the body 

of good and lawful men of the District and County aforesaid, duly elected, empaneled, sworn and charged, nt 

the form aforesaid, of the court aforesaid, to inquire in and for the body of the District and County aforesaid, 

in the name and by the authority of the State of Mississippi, upon their oaths, present that .......................... .. 

. . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
• • . . . . . . • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -....... -................................. . 

late of the District and County aforesaid, on the ....... S:.~ .... day of ... ~..J..,J:,1P..,.l£.,;,...~'\,..,.!V,,.e'I . ..A . ......... , 
-year of our Lord, 19 50. 1n the District and County aforesaid and within Jun ction of this court. 

in the 

\ 

I 

\ 
\ 

.Q, ,l, 
T I 

.,, 

against the peace and dignity of the State of Misaissippi. 

District Attorney 
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STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 

vs. 
J. VI. MILAM and ROY BRYANT 

A 

Instruction No.,_
4
/ __ for Defendants 

The court instructs the jury to find the defendants, 

oy Bryant and J. W. Milam, not guilty. 



STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 

vs. 
J. W. ~ILAM and ROY BRYA!lT 

Instruction No. 2.. for Defendants 

The court instructs the jury to find the defendan~ 

Roy Bryant, not guilty. 
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STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 

vs. 
J, W, MILAM AND ROY BRYANT 

Instruction No, 3 for Defendants 

The court instructs the jury to find the defendant, 

. W. Milam, not guilty. 

----



( 

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 

vs. 
J. W. MILAM and ROY BRYANT 

-• 

Instruction No. If for Defendants 

The Court instructs the Jury for the Defendants that 

although you may believe from the evidence, beyond every 

reasonable doubt, that the Defendants did kill and murder 

Emmett Till, the person described in the indictment in 

this cause, and the person whose body was taken from Talla­

hatchie River, as shown in this cause; but unless you fur­

ther believe from the evidence, beyond every reasonable 

doubt, that the said Emmett Till was killed and murdered 

by the Defendants in the Second Judicial District of Tal­

lahatchie County, Mississippi, then, in such event, you 

would not be authorized under the law to return a verdict 

of guilty in this cause. 
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STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 

vs. 
J. W. MIIAM and ROY BRYANT 

Instruction NO. 5__ for Defendants 

The court instructs the jury for the defendants that 

the defendants at the outset of the trial are presumed to 

be entirely innocent of the whole charge against them and 

every part thereof, and that this presumption attends them 

through out the trial of the case, and the court further 

charges you that they are not required to prove themselves 

innocent, but that the burden is upon the State to prove 

them guilty beyond every reasonable doubt, and the court in­

structs you that if from the evidence or want of evidence 

it should appear that the defendants are even probably 

innocent, it is your duty to acquit them. 



fC 

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 

vs. 
J. W. MILAM and ROY BRYANT 

iNSTRUCTION NO . .le,_ FOR DEFENDANTS 

The Court instructs the Jury for the Defendants that 

the body taken from Tallahatchie River as testified to in 

this cause, as a matter of law, is not shown to be that of 

Emmett Till, the person described in the indictment in this 

cause. 



STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 

vs. 
J. W. ?-ITLAM and ROY BRYANT 

INSTRUCTION No.-2._ FOR DEFENDANTS 

The Court instructs the Jury that any statement against 

interest made by either of the Defendants, out of the presence 

and hearing of his Co-Defendant, is not admissible against 

such Defendant who was not present when such statement, if 

any, was made. 

.,,~ -
~- 1; 
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> J. ..... - . . .. .. 

~tate of Mississipp 

Vs Trial and Verdict of Jury 

Roy Bryant and J. w. Milam 

This day the trial of this cause continund to be heard with 

all concerned present as of the dAy before and with the defense 

continuing itsipresentation of evidence to the JurY. by its Witnesses 
Cl-. -ey 

until the ~ouhse!~for~defendants annouhoed that~ RE8T8, after 

which the District Attorney announced that the 8tate RE8To. and thi 

cause continuing to be heard this day with the jury hearing the 

arguments of counsel for both the 8tate of l,1i ssissippi and the 

defendants and receiving the instruoti6ns of the C0 urt, the said 

jury retired to consider of their verd iot and having duly considered 
,t;O 

the same returned in open court in the presence af the Defendants 

and their counsel and the District Attorney and 
for the 8tate 

attorney/this their Verdict to-wit: 

opecial Prosecuting 

11We the jury find the 

Defendants "Not Guilty 11
• It is therefore considered by the Court 

and so ordered and adjuaged that the Defendants, Roy Bryant and 

J. w. Milam, be and they are hereby discharged from this cause and 

that they go hence without day. 

So ordered and adjudged this the 23rd day of September, 1955 

• 
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